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Building on stories and illustrations from 3:16 The Numbers of Hope by Max Lucado, this 64-page

evangelistic book leads the readers word-by-word through John 3:16, the passage that he calls the

"Hope Diamond" of scripture. It's the perfect way to introduce the gospel to friends and

acquaintances through Max Lucado's warm and easy to understand writing style. Experience God's

grace and plan of salvation for the first time or use this booklet to share the message of hope with

someone you know.
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It's a match made in heaven (or that's what Thomas Nelson Publishers must believe). In 3:16: The

Numbers of Hope, one of the world's best-known and best-loved Christian authors takes on the

world's best-known and best-loved Bible verse. Max Lucado has authored over 50 book with sales

exceeding an incredible 50 million copies in print. His books are regularly on the New York Times

list of bestsellers and continually dominate the Christian charts (where he has had up to eleven

books present at one time). 3:16 is as close as we could expect for a sure-thing bestseller. An

unparalleled marketing campaign will all but guarantee it. It is no coincidence that the book will

release on 9/11, allowing people to contrast numbers of despair with numbers of hope. The book

will also stand as the centerpiece of a major global ministry initiative launching on Palm Sunday,

3/16/08. This book is going to make a splash.In 3:16 Lucado unpacks ("exposits" would probably

not be quite the right word) what he calls the "hope diamond of the Bible," the verse that is known



and cherished by more believers than any other: "For God so loved the world that he gave his one

and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life." Of this passage he

says, "If you know nothing of the Bible, start here. If you know everything in the Bible, return here."

Good advice, and advice that immediately shows that this book is written for a dual audience, both

those who know the Bible and those who do not; those who love God and those who do not. It is

written to show the reader the value of understanding and living in light of the words of John 3:16.

The author of 3:16 The Numbers of Hope, Max Lucado conveys the central message of the New

Testament that is contained in John 3:16 in a poetic way. The verse reads, "For God so loved the

world that he gave his one and only son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have

eternal life." He summarizes the basic Christian faith in a way easy to grasp, but a way that deeply

touches the heart: Jesus Christ, the son of God, came into the world to deliver people from sin

through his crucifixion and resurrection. This was the holy plan of redemption from the beginning of

time.Max Lucado dedicates a chapter to each phrase that is contained in this verse and explains it

with stories from the Bible and everyday life. He starts with the most famous conversation in the

Bible, the one between Nicodemus and Jesus regarding "spiritual rebirthing." He then continues on

to explain the love of God that moved him to give his one and only son as a sacrifice for all. The

author explains how this gift is available to `whomever' and is not limited to only a select few.While

reading this book, I almost felt like I was listening to Max Lucado talk with me face to face. His style

welcomes the reader into a heart to heart conversation, where truth is the mediator. He has the

ability to transform any abstract idea into a tangible message that finds its way straight to the heart.

An example of this is apparent in the following sentence: "...perish... a sobering word. We'd like to

dilute, if not delete, the term. Not Jesus. He pounds Do Not Enter signs on every square inch of

Satan's gate and tells those hell-bent on entering to do so over his dead body. Even so, some souls

insist." (10)I have read almost every book that this inspiring author has published.
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